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Two years ago the New York Times Magazine suggested that Herbert Marcuse
might well be the world’s most important living philosopher “in terms of day-
to-day effect.” If one can measure day-to-day importance by visibility in the
mass media, the claim may well be true. In his on-again off-again role as ideo-
logical guru to the New Left, which has seen him enshrined in the radical
hagiography alongside Marx and Mao on marching banners of European radi-
cal students and then shouted down a few weeks later by those same enthusiasts,
Marcuse has retained enough popularity among extremists of the Left to
become anathema to those of the Right, and an object of some interest to every-
one else. He has, consequently, become one of the most interviewed, written
and talked about (and possibly even read) philosophers of recent memory.

This popularity-cum-notoriety would seem to provide the best explanation
for the publication (at a fat price) of this slender volume of lectures delivered
between 1956 and 1967. Readers familiar with Eros and Civilization, One-
Dimensional Man, and the recent Essay on Liberation will find little in it with
which they are unacquainted. The agrarian maxim, “Make hay while the sun
shines,” continues to have application beyond the farm.

The first two lectures, “Freedom and Freud’s Theory of Instincts” and
“Progress and Freud’s Theory of Instincts,” as the translator’s title suggests, are
sufficiently similar rehearsals of the central argument of Eros and Civilization
to trigger an experience of déjd vu in the reader. The argument is that modern
technological society continues to bind men in coils of unnecessary repression
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