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“FYYHE victory of communism is inevitable.” This claim has been
made since the consolidation of the Soviet Union, and it has been
restated with relish by the Kremlin’s supreme spokesman during his
recent visits abroad. It rests on the argument that Russian society, in
accordance with the Marxist-Leninist doctrine, has advanced from
feudalism to capitalism and socialism, blazing a trail along which all
other countries are bound to go. Thus the superiority of the Communist
regime is asserted not merely on the basis of operational successes, but
with reference to historical considerations which are ascribed to the
“classics” of communism, and ultimately to Marx and Engels.

How legitimate is this claim? How did the fathers of “scientific so-
cialism”—and the Russian Marxists, including the pre-1g17 Lenin—
view the developmental position of Russia? A critical study of the facts
reveals Marxist concepts of Russian society and revolution that are far
more complex than, and profoundly different from, the socio-historical
views offered by the Soviet ideologists.

Marx and Engels drew for their ideas upon many philosophical and
socio-economic concepts whose political intent was by no means uni-
form. Some are actually or potentially totalitarian; some are politically
indifferent; and some are actually or potentially anti-totalitarian. This
last group of ideas played a decisive role in creating the “manure of
contradictions” (Dinger der Widerspriiche)® that characterizes origi-
nal Marxism.

Immensely significant in this respect is the contradiction between the
goal of a total managerial socialist order envisaged by Marx and Engels
and their insight into the atomizing and self-perpetuating quality of
uncontrolled despotic power. They gained this insight as a by-product
of a multilinear concept of development which they arrived at under
the influence of the classical economists® in the early 1850’s. This multi-

1Marx used this formula to characterize what he considered the stimulating con-
fusion in the ideas of Ricardo (Karl Marx, Theorien diber den Mehrwert, 3 vols., Stutt-
gart, 1921, III, P. 04).

2 See Karl A. Wittfogel, Oriental Despotism: A Comparative Study of Total Power,
New Haven, Conn., 1957, pp. 372ff. (hereafter cited as Wittfogel 1957).



