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This special issue of Quarterly Journal of Ideology on Marxist
humanism is dedicated to the memory of Raya Dunayevskaya, 1910-
1987, the founder of Marxist humanism in the United States, whose death
came, sadly, just before the earlier special issue on Marxist humanism
(Vol. 10:4) had come off the press. Dunayevskaya was author of four
books and hundreds of articles, most of which are gathered in the Raya
Dunayevskaya Collection at Wayne State University. Taken together,
these writings constitute one of the most original contributions ever made
to Marxian and Hegelian thought. To those like myself (and many of
the other contributors to this issue) who also knew her personally, the
loss was one of a dear colleague, friend and supportive critic, who
generously offered her time again and again to help others with their
work, while at the same time continuing right up to her death to work
prodigiously on her own groundbreaking studies, such as her book, left
uncompleted at her death, which she had tentatively entitled “Dialectics
of Organization and Philosophy: The ‘Party’ and New Forms of
Organization Born Out of Spontaneity” (see the RD Collection, Vol.
13). It should be pointed out that her friends and colleagues were not
only intellectuals, but also drawn from the rank and file workers, Blacks,
women’s liberationists and youth. Fittingly, her last public lecture was
to an overflow audience of 400 at Northern Illinois University in April
1987 on “Youth of the 1980’, Youth of the 1960, the Other America
and the Idea of Freedom.”

Some of the truly dialectical spirit of her generous mind can be seen
in the first four contributions, which take up her correspondence with
another great philosopher and social theorist, Herbert Marcuse. These
letters, brief but representative selections from which are published here
for the first time, are commented upon by Marcuse biographer Douglas
Kellner and by Kevin Anderson, who edited them for this publication.

The next contribution is by Mihailo Markovic, a Yugoslav Marxist
humanist philosopher of international standing, who “here discusses
incisively the liberal and Marxian notions of rights. His article in memory
of Dunayevskaya appears in the journal which he founded, Praxis
International (Vol. 83, 1988), along with one of her last writings.
Following Markovic’s article is a new and imaginative exploration by
Lou Turner, author of a book on the African revolutionary Frantz Fanon
and Black thought, which carried an introduction by Dunayevskaya. His

——topic is the relation of Fanon to Hegel.
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