Traveling In Another World
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Peter Marcuse, the author of the fol-
lowlng artlole, 18 a Waterbury lawyer and
former Waterbury alderman who is spend-
ing two weeks In Jackson, Miss,, as a mem-
ber of the clvil rights project sponsored by
the Councll of Federated Organizations
(COF0). Atty. Marcuse s working with a
lawyers' group which Is glving legal ald in
civil rights cases. The COFO legal assis-
tance program in Misslssippl has heen or-
ganized by the staffs of the Amerlcan Civil
Libertles Union, the Natlonal Council of
Churches, CORE, and the NAACP, This is
the first in a gerles on Mississippl.

Jackson, Miss. — Golng down to Misslssippl
{s for all the world like making a trip to a
forelgn. country in the midst of a war, The
sense of entering a strange and hostile forelgn
land is borne out by the difference in the most
commonplace habits of life in Mississippi.

The alrport at Jackson, clearly covered un-
der the ban on discrimination in inter-state
facilitles, has solved the problem of desegre-
gatlng its restaurant by erecting an opaque
screen between every table in the entire din-
ing room. Thus each group of-diners is segre-
gated from each other group, and, Southern
mores are still protected! _ L

Service in the restaurant is excellent, for

the Negro walters know the purpose for'the-

arrival of an Integrated group. Their warmth
is balanced by the angry stares of other pas-
sengers -at the terminal,
Driving in a car with Negroes and whites
* together on the streets of Jackson is not like
driving down the streets of Connecticut. Ar-
rests on motor vehicle charges are a favor-
ite means of harassment of civil rights work-
ers in Misslssippl. One of the Mississippl Proj-
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By PETER MARCUSE

they are the only ones that stop, Jook and llg-
ten at every railroad crossing they come tol
But the sltuation does not strike the lead-
ers of COFO, the organizatlon handllng the
Misslsslppl Summer Project, as funny, In, the
clty of Greenwood, Mlss., alone speeding fines
totallng over $4,000 have heen pald by the clvil
rights movement in the last three months,

Other Instructlons glven incoming * clvil
rights workers sound equally strange, An inte-
grated party golng to another community had
better have enough gas for the return trip;
no white service statlon will serve them and
Negro statlons are few and far between, and .
may be subject to Intimldatlon for helping

emI 1‘ i

Central headquarters must be notlfied every,
two hours of the whereabouts of any indlvidual:
out of the office. Jod

Although the Supreme Court has ruled that |
the right to make a telephone call after- ar-
rest Is an essentlal ingredlent of due process of |
law, the theory behind the rule ig not, welcomed
in Misslssippl, and events such as the disap-
pearance of the three young volunteers! in’
Philadelphia, Mlss., show: the Iniportance; of:
the check-In requirement, U

- For lawyers, with the summer ‘projectl ‘a
white shirt, tle and jacket is- absolutely’ man-"
datory despite the sweltering heat, Constables
sherlffs and justices of the peace-are: silll'a’
little more reluctant to harass or beat!up,’
someone who looks as if he might have some
formal positlon or status than they are’the
average clvll rights worker or college volun-"
teer- with his T-shirt and dungarees, |

The use of private mobs and vandals; &
developing technlque’ for: accomplishing the -
job of intimidation, disregard: these insignia;
of respectability, however,
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ect volunteers was arrested In a smaller town
for driving with only one tail light and & de-
fective muffler,

He was taken to the pollce station by the
sherlff, and had to pay a $15 fine on the de-
fective muffler; no fine was levled on the tail
light because Misslssippl gnly requires one
tail light on & car,

Ten blocks from the police statlon he was
rearrested by the same sheriff and taken back
on the defectlve tall light charge again; this
time he was fined on that charge also because,
to the sherlff’s eye, the one iall light seemed
to fllcker. He narrowly escaped a second flne
on the .defective muffler charge by showing
his recelpt for payment of the first fine,

Leaving the police statlon once again, he
was for the third time stopped by the same
sherlff 10 blocks away and returned to the
pollce statlon on the same two charges.

After showing his recelpt for payment of
the two fines, he was glven a lecture on the
treatment of trouble makers in Mississippl and
told to'get out of town and not to come back.

Sensitlvity to these possibilitles has gone
5o far that the story now.is that; you can tell

a clvil rlght.s worker 'in ‘Misslssippl because-

w

+V.P.

'greas«va;nd -planned- to~retire—from-po
mented-these natural ‘assety with“’

“by mistake, they stopped ,

er, who is not seeking reelection to Con-

A lawyer and two leaders of the eivil righis.
movement, after visitlng the mayor of Mds
Comb, Mias., to dlscuss with him plans: fo
the safeguarding of lives of the elvu,,rlgh
workers In his county, were followed by 1hros
cars after they left Clty Hall in {he:ear
evening and atopped and hadiy beaten'just af
er they had crossed the line into the atl{q :
ing county.

Two sights, each near the headquqrtau
each of the g sides, vividly show
state of armed hostllity. o

¢ COFO headquarters 1x in a atore. !r’j_
located on an appropriately named: sk
Lynch St., in Jackson, Bricks and ¢ .
concrete were thrown through the window wi
time-clock regularity, until finally the windoy
were boarded over and covered with:plywo
to protect the safety of the workers

- No aitempt was made by
conceal their actlon,Whex, on oni
they broke the window. of an 4 0

the slore owner for thelr poor’
. Ttll:e sftancafof,umfim J

y 8..famous. prow _
CityHall,
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Modern MlSSlSSlppl Justlce ,AJM@_

By PETER MARCUSE

Mr. Marcuse, the author of the fol-
lowing article, is a Waterbury lawyer
~and former Waterbury alderman who
is spending two weeks in Jackson, Miss.,
as a membher of the civil rights project
sponsored by the Councll of Federated -
Organizatlons (COFQ). Mr. Marcuse Ia
working with a lawyers’ group which Is
giving legal ald in civil rights cases.
The COFO legal assistance program In’
Mississlppl has been organized by the
staffs of the Amerlcan Clvil Libertles
Unlon, the Natbonal Councll of Churches,
CORE, and the NAACP. This Is the sec-
ond article In a series on Mississippi.

JACKSON, MISS. — Many parts of Missls-
sippl resemble Connecticut closely. The drlve
east from Jackson to Meridlan, Miss., for in-
stance, 20 miles south of Philadelphia, Miss.,
where three young clvil rights workers re-

cently disappeared, is very much like a ride
through the rolling Connecticut hills, with
green woods all around and bright skies over-
héad. But underneath the water in the Mis-
sissippl creeks Is muddy and stagnant, and
the air is humid and heavy.

The law enforcement process In the larger
cities of Mississippl resembles much in Con-
nectlcut also. In Jackson, with a population
of 156,000, the police station Is in a bright
new building; apart from Thompson’s Tank,
the antl-rlot device of which Mayor Thompson
is so proud, Jackson’s jail looks just like
Middletown’s new Municipal Hall.

Inside it is modern too; the office and po-
lice court are on the first floor, the jail i3 on
the second and third floors. The solitary con-
finement cells, about five foot by five foot
cubicles with no light or other access to the
outside whatsoever, are at one end of the cell
block.

Police officers say no one is kept there
more than an hour or two unless necessary,
A modern steel self-service elevator connects
the first floor police station with the jail cells
on.the upper floors, and a little paint is worn
off of some of its walls,

Only after talking with Negro residents’ of
Jackson does one realize that .they fear this
elevator more than the solitary-cells 1n the -

| rear of the jall block.

~Negroes' ‘walking " into . that elevator - un';
touched have emerged bleody “and - bruised
.and limping on numerous occaslons, people ln,_

Jackson belleve b

v"And_several” cases. will shortly ‘be brought;;"
-against . the: fpohce department for injurles_g_;. :

:‘arlslng out of such beatings.~ e

if a complaint was rendered,

.,7

as Mr, Jack Carson, while belng booked tho
arresting officer, using an epithet, Bﬂid
“Don’t use that kind of language here,”
punched him ‘In the stomach with his ﬂst

This is the teenager’s story; they were each
fined $30 and expected no other result, It ls
doubtful whether an appeal can be- eIfecLlVe,
no matter what procedural protectlons are af-
forded; it will he thelr word -agalnst that, of
the police officers and the white yo ntéu
hefore a Mississippl jury, and ‘the’ resuIt s
predictable.

COFO and the lawyers Constitutional Ye-
fense Commitice, and other groups of .atr
torneys, are planning long range attacks on,
the jury selection system, and sults of dam.
ages and false arrests may soon be bmuxht
against the police,

The realization Is widespread that the- 1ok
may be slowly Improving in the lu‘ger come
munities, but the substance of justice is stil)
far removed from the average Nesro. oo

Harasslng Workers ~ <«

Speeding charges, charges of falling to gﬂ
proper signals, charges of drlving with défeb-
tive equipment, charges of public’ drlmké
ness, are repeatedly made agalnst-clvll rig ts
workers, and the defense puts the word, of
Northern intruder or a Southern Negro qalhat
that of a natlve son obviously upholding, the’
customs of his communlty,asahmt outslde. ln
terference; the results will be: obvloys

The problem of bail alone s 2:tremendous.
one; one of the civil rights groups has Posbe.
ed no less than $250,000 inrcash ln Mlsslssip-
pi over the last one year! I

Even where the Negro' is'the complalnant
the situation is no different, A car stopped| ln
front of the COFO office in Jackson on SQn
day, a youth jumped out and rap over and
hit a Negro, standing in front of ;the offlce,
on the jaw; he rushed back to the car dnd
sped away. ¢

The youth-who was hit: ook ﬂown the ll- -
cense number . of the car and called the; po-
lice. Two hours later, the offender was. iq
police lineup and the youngs:er properly. ;iden-
fified him, The offender turned out to’ *bé a.

" reasonably respectable small business man in
Jackson, and he threatened, to' sue :

P 1,.} ;
2 e,

slander, false ‘arrest and se

The civil rlghtsfgroups in Jac‘:'

deciding whether to take this yery real’
“.an acquittal is the overwhelmjng' pProsy
‘an: scuon_'; :




Informal But Elflclent

The Merldlan, Miss., police statlon and

court room are quite similar to Jackson's, al-
through on a much smsaler scale. The pro-
cedure In the pollce court i3 very Informal,
but efficlent, In many ways lke Connecti-
cut's Clty Courts before we reached court re-
form.

Two cases related to civil rights came up
in this court last Monday aflerncon. In one,
a clivll rights worker had been driving two
Negroos and one white volunteer to the maln
office of COF0, when he hit another car at
an Intersectlon. Everyone In his car swore
that he had a green light and the olher car
went through a red.

But after the accident a crowd gathered
and saw the integraled occupancy of the car,
and the muttering swearing, and curslng
apread.

Finally a loud and angry segregationist who
owned a gas station half way down: the block

came up, swore to the officer that he had

seen the whole thing, and called for the ar-
rest of the civil rights worker for reckless
driving and going through a red light.

The clvil rights worker was promptly ar-
rested and only released after posting & $122
cash bond, The young driver, a relatlve new-
comer {o Misslssippi, thought that his. insur-
. ance company should take care of the ‘prob-
lem, The local representative pald .no atten-
tlon whatsoever to his calls or requests.

On the other hand, there dpreseqtativé ‘of the

insurance company for th
interést was theoretically adverse

. young-workerd, went out of his. waﬂ to co- :’n'a'

Gpérate-in getting statements and llndlng wite

" nesses, He explained his basic, pympaéhi;y  for

. whiat’ tha,»-yougg man wes doing

TTEYR WEERT

Jim Fahey, Garbago M
(The New York WOrld»Tele 1

For man of the year in any pr
nominate James J. Fahey, Boston:Withor
garbage man, :

Hero 15 a follow, we can all adml
reached the top in ‘both-his  chiosen
And yet ho has not let either iﬁcceu gote
his head. ‘

Fahoy drives & garbage truck for. tha‘ Lo
ton suburb of Waltharn, Masa. He ,

" Doesia }‘hls tgm‘l'tlle {1&3 to hz}nk as a ﬁ‘qk

on, take e lecture: elrelts: d:.offe

gehghty opinlons on’ world aﬂa ‘?f‘g,
ahey,

He refused to go to llter
tall parties, llves on hls girbage
sends every cent of his royaltles: _
a Cathollc church in a village In South

The book was a literary frealk,
“I'm not a writer, never. was,. '

What's more, Faley won't e
Ave, boys fudge up. hls. rggul"

Chosen Sanitatlon - Mar
publicity glmmick, he acc
vetoed- the! u}tlge. Afte'

ﬂ
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“War” In MISSISSIPPI

By PETER MARCUSE

Mr. Marcuse, the author of the foi-
lowing article, is a Waterbury lawyer
and former Waterbury alderman who is
spending two weeks In Jackson, Miss.,
as a member of the clvil rights project
spongored by the Council of Federated
Organizations (COFQ). Mr. Marcuse is
glving légal aid in clvil rights cases.
The COFO legal assistance program in
Misgsissippl ‘has been organized by the
staffs of the American Civil Liberties
Union, the National Council of Churches,
CORE, and the NAACP. This is the third
article In a serles on Mississippl.

COLUMBUS, MISS. — Mississippl commu-
nities can perhaps be divided into three
groups, those which have reconclled them-
selves to the coming of Integration and seek
only to make the transition as long a one ag
possible; secondly, those communities that
are opposed to integration of any nature, but
have some degree of respect for law and or-
der and frown on violence; and a third cate-
gory. ihicludes those communities, mainly with
a- population under 20,000, which basically
feel that any means are justified In opposing
integration; -where law enforcement officialg
have been a law unto themselves for many
years, do not"“intend to relinquish their pre-
rogative because of any new theories; where
outsiders were unwelcome even prior to the
civil rights project. These communities are
often.'known as red-neck communities, after
the hard red clay of which the soil is com.
posed in the area where they are strongest,

Columbus, Miss., falls somewhere between
the second and third of these categories (I
don’t know its population, but the figure
might be interesting).

On Tuesday, July 7, when two attorneys
from the Lawyers Constitutional Defense Com-
mittee went there, there were pending hefore
the Police City Court of Columbus criminal
charges against only one individual, a young

white clvil rights worker who had been ar- -

rested on one occasion for speeding and on
another occasion for driving without 'a Mis.
sissippl driver’s license, driving a car with-

out Missjssippi registration, driving a car:
without Mississippi inspection tags, and pass-_

ing on the right,

He had been unable to obtain any local
counsel to Tepregent him, and when an, out of -
town  counsel from: New York ‘appeared ‘on .
“the speedmg charge, the  city’ prosecutor. and-
one other attorney: objected ‘to- his’ pzactice_

_ before the'Police: City Court: under -a littles J_?You have handled jegllgence.
’;j: 1 \

‘Aused Mlssisslppi stah_:_tp governing the admls-

b Al nbnba latrrians,

building in the heart of the poor Negro
neighborhood of Columbus, we found great ex-
citement, for three volunteers, two white and
one Negro had just been arrested and were
at the time on their way to jail. No one knew
the charges except that a telephone call to
the police station had indicated it was because
they were distributing leaflets (voter regis-
tration forms and information prepared by
COFO and SNCC).

Since Don and I had intended In any event
to visit the prosecuting attorney and the may-
or for informal conference and a little bit of
public relations we decided to combine that
expedition with an attempt to ascertain the
facts, which the police department would not
give to the local people.

Mayor Pleasant

We visited the mayor and found him to be
a pleasant politician, who recelved us openly
and spoke to us frankly, He indicated that
he had no sympathy whatsoever with integra-
tion or civil rights, but that he wanted to see
the law observed and would not tolerate any
violence. We told him we appreciated his po-
sition and were anxious to cooperate in see-
ing that the law was observed, but that we
were also anxious to see that the law was
not abused so as to harass COFO and what
it stood for. He said it would not be, but
that neither would any criminal offense of
which any COFO worker was guilty he. oyer-
looked because of his connection with COFO,
We told him that we had just heard of the
arrest of these three, and asked him ‘if he
could find out about it. He called in the chiet
of police, who simply told us that they were:
arrested for leafleting, and that the:bond was
$400. Knowing perfectly well that the:volun-| -
teers could not raise this kind of money. im-'
mediately, and that the only purpose 'of: it

was to harass and intimidate them, we pro-|

tested ¢o. the chief on the amount ‘of the ‘bail; I'
he shrugged his shoulders. i ffic

‘We next went' to' see the ‘proseqmting nt—ll :

torney. He was a young, 'thin ‘lawyer who
-acted somewhat surprised. when he saw us, .
~but took us Into his office, A ‘Pleture of Seh,| =
Goldwater hing on his wall, and’ segregation-| =~

ists and- cotifederate material and ‘mementos]

‘were all” about the ‘Toom, We' exp]ajned itoj-.
;:hlm. A8 We. had fo. ‘the mayor, that ‘the’ pur- i
"pose ‘to’‘our. vlsit -was mot'to ‘agitate or‘ag- -
_gravate: tensions,’ but rather to try':to moder ;

. ate them;., Before e i

e néed ‘hot” play gar s
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alon to practlce of out-of-state lawyers,
Harassment

Although there was substantial evidence of

an underlylng desire to harass the young de-
fendant through these charges, his disposition
was to admit the passing on the right charge,
and ask for dismissal of the other three, none
of which under Mlssisslppl law appeared to
apply to him because of the brief period of
{ime he had been in the state, as well as the
fact that he did not own the car which he
was driving,

In sounding out the possibilltles of a dispo-
sition of the case in this manner with the one
attorney to whom an Informal friendly intro-

ductlon could be obtalned, 1t soon appeared

that the handling of criminal cases for civil
rights in Columbus did not fall into normal
patterns- of the practice of law, The prosecut-
ing attorney was a young man, qulte an ar-
dent segregationist, whose father had been an
active leader of the community before him.
The judge of the court, although having a
reputation for fairness, could not be expected
to show any unusual consideration for a clvil
rights defendant. The mayor, in some ways
a moderate, had first heen elected to office

31 years ago, and intended to remain in that
_positlon for the foreseeable future. The only

way in which such a case could be handled,
it was suggested by a not unsympathetic at-
torney, would be if the defendant would
agree fo leave town; then perhaps one or two
of the charges could be dropped, and a fine
of only $200 or so lmpesgl

$400 Bonds
After Don Elliot (another LCDC attorney,
froma New York) and I saw this one friendly
attorney, we went to the COFQ office to in-
terview our client and see how the local
COFOQ people felt about handling the case. We

i e B Vmdhind lmaldand Emrm

er side to discuss seftlement of the cage be<
fore it comes up In court, In our sltuation, .
there s no séttlement, 'I'hla war,” We '
thanked him and left, .

Federal Law

We realized Immediately that if these de-
fendants were to receive any type of fair
{rlal, we would have to do what we'could fo-
remove them from the jurlsdletlon of the fio<-
Hee court of Columbus, A civil rights statute
passed shortly after the Clvil War provides
for the removal of caseés fror state coults
to the Federal Distrlet Courts' in' instances
where “a person , , , is denled or cannot,én-
force In the courls of such state a tight un.
der any law providing for the equal tivil
rights of citizens of the Unlted States,” {
United States Code Sectlon 1443), This Is the
sectlon of the law that civil rights. attarndys
have learned is one of thelr few possibilities
In préventing abuses of justice in the com'ts
of atates such es Mississippl, b

The problem has recently been that Federal
judges-ift the District Court In Mi:fslssippi are
a8 hostlle to the civil rights movemgnt ‘a8
the state judges are, .and have rbfusgd Bet
on,such petitions, although the U ;"8 Court -
of Appeals for the Flfth- Clreult;, Whi h ine
cludes Mississippf, 18 quite liberd] :and hes
been. concerned affirmattvely with ‘the " pro-
tection of clvil rights within ts . jurlsdioti
One of the major amendments-icliide
new Civil Rights Act which just passed: Con.
gress was one that provided that. deeisl,,
verse"to removal could be appeale 1
ougly courts ‘have held that if a’ dis‘trl
refused to remove (o remanded); tha
was not reviewable. In any. event, .
termined that the immediate: filing o
g;oval pétition for the three arrested

as in m'der*.

m.—--.—.f‘_— !ﬂ...,‘_.ll




felt that, If thls was an isolated incident, we
would be much better off trying to arrange
for a smail fine and getting rid of the case,
rathet than expending grept efforts In show-
ing that it was part of an antl-civil rights
conspiracy and taking away time that could
have been better used on other matters. The
bond had been set at $400 for the speeding
charge and $400 on each of the other charges
together, and we hoped to get some of this
money back.

When we got to the COFO office, In a small

' Republicanism

spective

"REEDMAN

rupting the purposes of the Republican Party,
The society is not strong enough to do this
dirty deed, and the party i3 not weak enough
to sell its soul in this base fashion.

This whole attempt by the Scranton camp
has merely made it all the harder to reath
the minds of the Goldwater majorily by ra-
tional argument and reasoned analysis of pub-
lic policy. These Goldwater people may he
wrong; .they may be impulsive; they may be
bitter, But they know, in their overwhelming.
" nuriibers, that they oppose the methods and

alms of the John Birch Soclety, and they re-
sent being denounced in a comprehensive -
sheer “as extremists ‘and bigots, When they- -

our crédit wouldhave .10, be

day Jnn, Dut

Typewriter Troubles

The next job was o rent & typewrlter and
get the necessary office supplies; the: COFO
office at Columbus is a very crude one, hav-
ing few: facllities -and no lawyers’ ‘offices
were, of course, ‘available to-us, ‘The town
had no;.public stenbgraphers, and:if It had, .
they would not have’worked for ns, We weht -
to the downtown ataflonery sfore, and pup
chased otir.papsr,. We asked ahout fhe rental | .
of & typevwritér, and were told that; sinceiwe
were obvloubly (fxom our gedent) out of town,
ould have t6;be chipeked by the ' .
manager who' would be back: shiortly, Rather
than" walt; -we- deoldéd to_ try the'gnly «dther
office supply store in N ;

When, we got“there,
were no machires’ for. 1én
appeared to ho several:in a
rental ‘machines. We Teturned
store, and ‘after g further. dels
an hour, the owner tame in.*
to his office, and started asking vg:a n
of questioriz” about who ,we ‘were: and’; whi
we wers doing-and we told him:frankly,"
took a deep ‘breath, -thought: has
mintites saying’, absolutely. rio
said in a'soft volce, “We
the chance.” He'then g

started ‘to fill out the form; When

U ! |

us wherg we were ‘staying; we. pa

had“tlti.?;dﬁtﬂym  Teservations
prooat e el

Columbus,

" are - falsely branded as enemies to the Re- _.4o-have séc
publican faith, they close their- minds to- all + woult
firther argument and hatden their convietion liff

© tht Sen. Goldwater is the victim of a sinis-
ter plot. | .

Gov.! qujantonff_wés‘ interested in savinghis.
faltering .caise, ad so he fook 2 long gamble..

- But/the rést of ‘us must be concerned

residentlal campalgn. oy fa
% o 3 nl'b” R :.‘.- I]d i
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Jf “Progress” In M.lSSlSSlppl

By PETER MARCUSE

Mr. Marcuse, the author of the fol-
lIowing article, Is a Waterhury lawyer
and former Waterbury alderman who
Is spénding two weeks in Jackson, Miss.,
as a member of the civil rights project
sponsored by the Council of Federated
Organizations (COF0). Mr. Marcuse is
working with a lawyers’ group which is
glving legal aid in clvil righis cases,
The COFOQ legal assistance program in
Mississippi has been organized by the
stafis of the American Civil Liberties
Union, the National Council of Churches,
CORE, and the NAACP. This is the
fourth article In & series on Mississippi..

(Second of two installmentis)

We went back to the COFQ office to pick up
the law student who was living there and to
get the further information we needed for our
petition. When we arrived, they were just hav-
ing supper, The Negro community in Colum-
bus was extremely hesltant about working with
them, and their program was not a very suc-
cessful one thus far; they had not been able
to set up a freedom school because of lack of
community support and were concentraling
their primary work on voter registration, It

had even been difficult for them to get places
to stay in the community, since local Negro
families were afrald of reprisal if they housed
civil rights volunteers. Two or three had final-
ly gotten accommodations; the rest slept on
mattresses on the floor-of the headquarters,
and the. place was badly overcrowded, For
supper, however, they had spaghetti and 2
good baked ham, which had been donated by
one of the Negro families in the immediate
vicinity of the headquarters who.had slowly

come fo be Impressed by the dedication of

the people working there and had contributed
it to the cause.

After supper, we began to work on our petl- -

tlon at the COFQ headquarters, About 9 o’clock
the phone rang, and a few minutes later an

bail. Removal petition had previously been -
filed on their behalf,

Permit Denied

We further found that COFO had applied for
permit under this ordinance just four days ago,
and the mayor had told them it would be cons
sidered at the meeting to be held Tuesday
night. We asked the Mayor about this; and he
told us that the Councll had indeed considered -
the request but had unanimously denied it,
and he said he did not know the reasons: for .
it and did not feel we were entitled % know -
the reasons.

When we got into the facts of the case ‘on
which the three newest arrests were made, the
pattern seemed to us to be even clearer, Each
of the three had been going door
plaining to people how to register and attempt.
ing to get their signatures on free ‘regis-
tration forms for-the purpose of showing- the
number of eligible voters in the-City of Co- -
lumbus, so that it could later be used &s evi. -
dence to show the obvious effect of dlscrimlna :
tion by the registrar. :

There was no question of the genera! fear :
of the Negro community, of what might hap-
pen to those that spoke up. or registered:-to..
vote in connection with the civil rights‘move. -
ment. Each of ¢he three 'was stopped by-a pe- :
lice officer in a crulser, who asked: thém -if.
they were distributing leaflets,” Although: they,
said no, they were ‘each ‘nevertholess arresti -
ed and taken to the pollce station, a
that in the officer’s’opinioh they were dis
ing literature without a permif. Soineti
ter, they were fold that th
charged with ireSpass, on’ ti
white gas station- owner.
bought some soft “drinks fro
and one of them was charge
fane language at:the sam
were finally . told or] all
charged with, it
and use: of Pr
ordinance, ext)

emergericy meeting of everyone at COFQ head- ‘ b 4

quarters was called.-A woman had j
; on.the phone},1 ?ind l;?;‘l explain_ed £




taken thtly The FBI and the local polica
were called; sheets were nailed over all the
windows: guards were dispersed to strategle
spots outside, and emergency arrangements
were made for the workers that normally slept
there elther to sleep at the rear of the build-
ing or with immediately adjacent families.
Since they wanted. the lights out, we took our
rented typewriter, surplies, and law student
and went to the motel.

Early Morning Hours

We worked on the removal petition until the
wee hours of the morning. After extensive in-
vestigation, we had developed faclts which
geemed to us to show qulte clearly a pattern
of consistent harassment by officials of the
City of Columbus and the County of Lowndes,
which we belleved would justify removal to
the Federal Court. A background we uncov-
ered is fairly typical, and has been repeated
in one form or another in countless communi-
ties throughout Mississippi.

With the beginning of expensive and organ-
ized clivil rights activity in the South, Colum-
bus gave a group of SNCC field workers trav-
eling through the city from Atlanta south a
rather rude welcome. The five workers were
stopped by an officer of the Mississippl State
highway patrol, which Gov. Johnson has
doubled 1n size to take care of the “clvil rights
emergencies.” They were arrested ouiside of
town, taken Into a field and individuelly
beaten; they were then taken to the city jail,

where, with the knowledge of the local sheriff o

the local police, and a justice of the peace,
they were each again beaten behind the jail.
The youngsters believed that the police offi-
cers had every intention-of killing them; they
belleved that the only thing that saved their
lives was that, during the nex{ hour, the

in New York,’ had organized’a; small:
tee lnc!uding other parents ofsvybunga,,
the South, and this group by the next.mo
was ablé {6 ralse the necéssary mione;
telegraph it down, so they were
In the meantime, Don and 1w
motel puiting all of the iorego_ing info,
into the appropriate }egal formand’ail ‘
a concerted polley of harassment on the .
of the offictals of the City of Columbug'in the"
County of Lowdnes. We got througly at-5:30 tha™.
next morning, and at 8 o’clock went ‘over 't .-
get the necessary. signatures on affidavits. It
took us an hour and a half ¢o find a rotary.
public that was wiiling to take the oath'of the -
petitioner; ‘we finally filed the pefition at“tte
District Court at Aberdeen, Miss., and “the
cases were successfully removed. We: ‘theres
after came back to Jackson, and afbe’ noﬁvﬁ.
working on an injunction action to declare the ',
ordinance unconstitutional, motion t9. reduce .
the bail, and probably a civil adtion- against :
the pohce ofticials for the beating of the SNCC
workers. s
On the mayor’s desk Is a little card Whi('«h‘_'.
he gives to visitors saylng “Welcome to Co-
lumbus the friendly city”” On the reverse it..
tells you that if you put it on your: windshie d
you will not get a parking tlcket. even thbugh
Yol are overtime, beeause Columbus'ie 1 cify
where “progress.and tradition blend,” #r
is eager to extend its courtesy to all.

W e T

Old Blacksmith Shop
(Boston Herald)

It wasn't much to look at - just
weatherbeten, rambling shiop-ia
edge. Around;it was'a tangled
cultivators, - wagons, wheels;:
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phone rang for someone named Goldberg, the
officer asked if anyone knew him, and one of
them said “That's our lawyer,” although he
had no idea whatsoever who it was. About
half an hour after that, they were suddenly
released,

Thelr pockets had been searched and they
were fined on charges of reckless driving, pos-
session of illegal literature, and ““iail charges”
in an amount exactly equal to the cash they
had with them. They were then told to leave
town, and not to come back. Since they knew
no one in the city, and since they realized that
no one anywhere knew where they were on
the road or would miss them for several days,
they were -happy to get out In any way they
could, and left Columbus quickly. They had
glven affidavits as to all of this {o the FBI,
but had not yet heard anything from them.
Four of the five were still in the South, in
varlous communities, working actively for the
civil rights movement,

City Ordinance

We learned further that on Nov. 5, 1963 the
City of Columbus had passed an ordinance that
made it & crime “for any person to distribute,
hand out, or exhibit to any person. . .any
printed matter in any public place in the City
of Columbus, Mississippi, without written per-
mission of the chief of police of said city.” It
would be hard to imagine an ordinance more
clearly unconstitutional as violating the First
and 14th Amendments than this one, and the
- city apparently realized it also. In March of
1964 the Mississippl State Sovereignty Com-
misslon, an officlal state body which is actual-
ly a‘device for the use of state funds to mar-
shal all of the private efforts of the state to
resist integration, and which works very close-
ly with the White Citizens Council in the state,
had sent avound a form of erdinance to accom-
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~ plish the same purpose to all cify councils, .
mayors and city attorneys in the State of Mis- .
slssippt. The package they sent out included:

three items, an ordinance egainst using the
sireets for other than thelr normal or-accus-

- tion or teaching.
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harrows. Inside, the floor was black with ditt
and littered with hoof parings. Windows were '
gray-streaked with grime and half "concealed..
with masses of old cobwebs.
Overhead on the atringers were rows of new
shoes — dainty, lightweight shoes for Morgan .,
roaders and heavy ones for big work horfes,
In one corner was a heap of discarded shoes
plus a tangled mass of odds and ends of metal, |
At one side was the forge with its blg leather =
bellows; near it was the old anvil.and the hall
tub of black-lpoking scummy water, o
It was fun for small boys to watch the old
smith as he heated a shoe red hot in the glow:
ing coals and then pounded the shoe to shaps
on the anvil. . . . o
The old smith talked as he worked and told
hoys stories of long ago when he shod as many
oxen as horses. Perhaps he heated the, -Sh?‘. )
again and pounded it again for an- exact fif.
Then he drove nally through the hoof and the. .
holes in the shoe, He twisted off the nail ends
and filed the ends smooth with the big: rasp.
Old blacksmith shops are gone—gone with"
the wagons and sleighs of yesterday. But there
are men in office and factory who look back
over the years and remember the pléasaft -
hours they spent in an old blacksmith shop.

mw
Constant Challenge
(New. York World-Telegram)

A good case against overspeclalization In’
science has been made by two University. ¢

- Michigan' researchers. S
After 2 five-year study involving 1311 'scl
tists and-engineers they found that peopl
spent full time;in:technical work w
fective and creative than those.w
of their time on entirely differe
still within their flelds), such”

%

nt-tasks’ (b

“There wag. 8 hint;" ‘they* ci
edie b

tomed purposes, i. e. walking, without a spe-. tists

cific permit; picketing or demgnstrating before
a publie bullding; and &n increase in-the fines

for misdemeanors. On April 14, 1964 the City -

of Columbus. passed all three ordinances.

On June 9, 10 COFO volunteers who wefe' :

peacefully giving out leaflets urging registra-
tion to vole at various points on the sidewalks
in-Columbus. were arrested by the city police.
Three: were convinced ultimately to leave
" town; four were juveniles and, were ultimate-
~ly released without chirge; ‘the’ status of one
of the other three 18 still 'un )
maining. two ‘were hgld ot chargps of viojals
;i’nﬂhisvordingnqg and finally‘réleased on $400 -
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EDITOR’S NOTE: This i the fifth in
a series of articles written by Afty.
Peter Marcuse, Waterbury lawyer and
former member of the Board of Alder-
men who has been in Mississippi work-
ingw ith elvil rights groups.

The effect of the public accommodation pro-
visions of the Clvil Rights Act on the white
community has been two-fold: First, it has
caused one of the first real splits in the lead-
ership of the white community between the
White Citizens Council and the extremist poli-
tician on the one hand and the conservative
business leadership and less militant segrega-
tionist politician on the other; secondly, the
smooth operation of desegregation in many
places has given additional ammunition to the
white Southern moderates. The middle and up-
per class of the Negro community has been
benefited substantially and very practically by
its passage; for the average Negro, however,
its importance is more symbolic than real,
and it has given him only one more weapon
in a continuing major battle for even the
mos{ simplest elements of equal treatment.

In the City of Jackson, Misslssippi's capital,

the passage of the Clvil nghts Act was greet-
ed by two almost simultaneous statements:

Gov. Johnson’s declaration that the law was
unconstitutional and that it should not be fol-
lowed until its constitutionality was established
by the courts, and the Greater Jackson Cham-
ber of Commerce's statement that the act was
now the law of the land and should be fol-
lowed until it was proven unconstitutional. The
White Citizens Council, over the radlo, through
telephone adverhsement in the newspapers,
and elsewhere, of course, took a pogition as
extreme as Gov, Johnson’s, The Jackson Cla-
rion-Ledger came out in indorsement of com-
pliance pending couit challenge. Open discus-

sion on the subject has occupied much space .

in the newspapers, both pro and con, over the
last week, and Mayor Thompson of Jackson,
long an extreme advocate of segregation,
came out with a statement urging compljance

which many seasoned vbservers felt was a real -
omen of a trend toward moderation and:ad-
justment to the new realities on the part of
the power structure: in the - larger. Southern
cities. The: fact. that there: has been virtually
no. Incident: or ‘trouble of. any ‘kind: in’ those-}'
restaurants :and ‘motels that: have voluntdrily' -

Stﬂl A Long Way To Go

cvery. little

By PETER MARCUSE = R £ Q’

lems that this creates. The law, they feel, has
been enacted, and should be used as the. occa- .
sion in practlce arises, not made a way of
demonstrating something that in fact does not‘ ,
yet exist,

Hamburger Troubles

The problems of desegregation, in Laurei :
Miss., provide an example of the forces at
work, The day after the act was passed, a
small group of Negroes went to the local bun-
ger-chef, and were refused service. They re-
turned the next day, and were again refised,
but this time a group of whites followed: them .
as they were walking home and severely bedt
two of them. Tempers In the community wera
aroused, and during the week the Youth Chap.
ter of the NAACP determined on, a program‘
of massive testing. The state leade rship
COFO, to which the NAACP also bﬂongs, 1-
tempted to dissuade the local membership
from such action; the local leadership of
COFO decided that, whether or not they felt
mass testing was a good idea, it was going to
take place, and cooperated informally in the
organization of the program. They ‘requested
{wo lawyers from the Lawyers Constitutiongl
Defense Committee from Jackson to comeé
down, and set a meeting at the largest Negro
church to send out the testers. 4k

Plans for the physical portions of the testn, /
ing were very carefully made, although on.a
last-minute basls, The FBI and the .chief of
police were each glven a list of the stores '
be visited. The city prosecutor was’ vlal
and the program explained to him, and

suggestion the’timing was, postponed from 12 :

o’clock to 1:15 so that there would be fewer

crowds In the: store and the. possibility. of . =
trouble could be reduced. Transportation.down = =

town' was arranged by car, and’pick-up spots
were arranged 8o that. no-one would be left .

without {ransportation back to-the church, Re- =
P tainers. were 'signed g0 that in the ‘event’ (LS
. trouble an a&uomey could” represent an one; i
mesfed hini e
, names and .addresses of each: lndividual gplng“‘_f" B

- to each:store, All-of those who:wanted to. PRt
~ ticipate in . the. testing 'were : under 2, the: s

eful record was’ ‘made

o o |

youngest: being 12; they were given-a brlali"'_-. 5
explanation of the: act and- -th g
procedul{le; of the K

and hrmly desegregated, while difficulties and = -
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even violsnce was confined to those institu-
tlons that malniained the barriers agalnst Ne-
groes, has been added ammunitton for those
advocating a moderate approach,
Betier Establishments
Most of the desegregation that has {aken
place has occurred in the betier restaurants
and motels in Mississippt, and primarily in the
larger communities, Jackson's major hotels
desegregated wlithin three days after the gct
passed, when the Natlonal Board of Directors
of the NAACP made a tour through Miasis-
sippl and several members slept at each of
the Holiday Inn chain, which, by and large,
has also desegregated, as have many of the
larger and newer motels and restaurants,

The one hotel in Jackson that got nation-
wide publiclly when it closed its doors rather
than desegregate was one which every knowl-
edgeable businessman in Jackson knew was in
serious financial trouble; an older hotel, it had
not kept up with the times, and had the Civil
Rights Act not provided the excuse it would
have had to make some other radicel adjust-
ment in the near future. The Negro traveler
who prefers and can afford to stay at one of
the newer hotels, and the Negro business man

or professional who would rather eat at a bet-’

ter restaurant, can now do so in most large
Misslssippi communities, although he still
finds it wise to make dertaln with the local
community that he will not be turned away be-
fore golng in. _

For the average Negro, and in the smaller
community, the meaning of the Pubie Accom-
modationa Section of the Act is quite different.
Here its importance is more symbolic than
real, Some of tha leaders of the NAACP in
Mississippi, perhaps fegling insecurg In thelr
leadership posltion:in the Negro. ¢ommunlty

other groups and individuals, see. @ program
of testing the Puhlic Ac‘gig:odaﬁbn\ﬁct as a
way of dramatically recapluring the spotlight.

Other organizations, including COFO, feel that. that 2
the impol t{ob is the voter registration 'ét%d-’-‘ 16 2N

frecdomi- schoo! project they have undertaken
i forthis summer and they feel that-solid: gal
Ln tiess ateds are mar. tmportant ‘a4

* had his hand ‘slashed by a &

“one of themiwas forceably ‘pulled off -
- all v1pft tha' &

because of the more. advanced actions of‘dam"g, X:

basic meaning of the actlom, . :»7wLt L b

Store Incldent' '

At 1:15 the group lsft for down town: Fiur

places were involved; two five and ten centy
store lunch counters, one
bus terminal lunch counter, The arrangement

ug store; and:tha”

was that & group of four way'to go Into sach

and ask {o be.served; If they:
to eat, pay, and leave; If not, they we
leave quiefly and without objectlon, At. the hiia

dli;' they, ware -
ey Were 4o |

terminal, the drug store aild.one five stid ten

cent store, the program weht : withont inel.
dent; the Negroes were served. and. lett, ‘with

some whispering amorg whited, In the glore”

but no untoward . conduct, In ihe Ferialning

five and ten cent. store ]unpn counter, hor .

ever, the reaction was differesit, Many Negro
teenagers were down at that- tim -
others had been on the fringed" of-the megt-
ing where the testing had heér planned, al
though they had . not signed up’ or listened ;fo

me anyway; .

the instructldns thal were. glven, When the |

group went fnto Kress, they: were joined by
three of the other. Negro téenagers, They sat ;
down at 'the lunch counter, and e they wat~ |

ed for the “attendant-to: come over to them a

¥
i

:

group of whites gathered behind them. Oneg .

white picked up a baseball bat and hit the 12-
year-old youngster severely on the back; an-

i

other of the youngsters sitting at the counter

One of those not with the original g

picked up a glass of water-and tlirew. it

one of the whites attacking his fellowman
most of thé others simply covered thelr hed
with their hands and ;remainad:__qul,je"t}‘tﬁftthe
counter by’ 4 :white, the
rather than fisk o

8 major-viole




