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Modern MlSSlSSlppl Justlce ,AJM@_

By PETER MARCUSE

Mr. Marcuse, the author of the fol-
lowing article, is a Waterbury lawyer
~and former Waterbury alderman who
is spending two weeks in Jackson, Miss.,
as a membher of the civil rights project
sponsored by the Councll of Federated -
Organizatlons (COFQ). Mr. Marcuse Ia
working with a lawyers’ group which Is
giving legal ald in civil rights cases.
The COFO legal assistance program In’
Mississlppl has been organized by the
staffs of the Amerlcan Clvil Libertles
Unlon, the Natbonal Councll of Churches,
CORE, and the NAACP. This Is the sec-
ond article In a series on Mississippi.

JACKSON, MISS. — Many parts of Missls-
sippl resemble Connecticut closely. The drlve
east from Jackson to Meridlan, Miss., for in-
stance, 20 miles south of Philadelphia, Miss.,
where three young clvil rights workers re-

cently disappeared, is very much like a ride
through the rolling Connecticut hills, with
green woods all around and bright skies over-
héad. But underneath the water in the Mis-
sissippl creeks Is muddy and stagnant, and
the air is humid and heavy.

The law enforcement process In the larger
cities of Mississippl resembles much in Con-
nectlcut also. In Jackson, with a population
of 156,000, the police station Is in a bright
new building; apart from Thompson’s Tank,
the antl-rlot device of which Mayor Thompson
is so proud, Jackson’s jail looks just like
Middletown’s new Municipal Hall.

Inside it is modern too; the office and po-
lice court are on the first floor, the jail i3 on
the second and third floors. The solitary con-
finement cells, about five foot by five foot
cubicles with no light or other access to the
outside whatsoever, are at one end of the cell
block.

Police officers say no one is kept there
more than an hour or two unless necessary,
A modern steel self-service elevator connects
the first floor police station with the jail cells
on.the upper floors, and a little paint is worn
off of some of its walls,

Only after talking with Negro residents’ of
Jackson does one realize that .they fear this
elevator more than the solitary-cells 1n the -

| rear of the jall block.

~Negroes' ‘walking " into . that elevator - un';
touched have emerged bleody “and - bruised
.and limping on numerous occaslons, people ln,_

Jackson belleve b

v"And_several” cases. will shortly ‘be brought;;"
-against . the: fpohce department for injurles_g_;. :

:‘arlslng out of such beatings.~ e

if a complaint was rendered,

.,7

as Mr, Jack Carson, while belng booked tho
arresting officer, using an epithet, Bﬂid
“Don’t use that kind of language here,”
punched him ‘In the stomach with his ﬂst

This is the teenager’s story; they were each
fined $30 and expected no other result, It ls
doubtful whether an appeal can be- eIfecLlVe,
no matter what procedural protectlons are af-
forded; it will he thelr word -agalnst that, of
the police officers and the white yo ntéu
hefore a Mississippl jury, and ‘the’ resuIt s
predictable.

COFO and the lawyers Constitutional Ye-
fense Commitice, and other groups of .atr
torneys, are planning long range attacks on,
the jury selection system, and sults of dam.
ages and false arrests may soon be bmuxht
against the police,

The realization Is widespread that the- 1ok
may be slowly Improving in the lu‘ger come
munities, but the substance of justice is stil)
far removed from the average Nesro. oo

Harasslng Workers ~ <«

Speeding charges, charges of falling to gﬂ
proper signals, charges of drlving with défeb-
tive equipment, charges of public’ drlmké
ness, are repeatedly made agalnst-clvll rig ts
workers, and the defense puts the word, of
Northern intruder or a Southern Negro qalhat
that of a natlve son obviously upholding, the’
customs of his communlty,asahmt outslde. ln
terference; the results will be: obvloys

The problem of bail alone s 2:tremendous.
one; one of the civil rights groups has Posbe.
ed no less than $250,000 inrcash ln Mlsslssip-
pi over the last one year! I

Even where the Negro' is'the complalnant
the situation is no different, A car stopped| ln
front of the COFO office in Jackson on SQn
day, a youth jumped out and rap over and
hit a Negro, standing in front of ;the offlce,
on the jaw; he rushed back to the car dnd
sped away. ¢

The youth-who was hit: ook ﬂown the ll- -
cense number . of the car and called the; po-
lice. Two hours later, the offender was. iq
police lineup and the youngs:er properly. ;iden-
fified him, The offender turned out to’ *bé a.

" reasonably respectable small business man in
Jackson, and he threatened, to' sue :
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slander, false ‘arrest and se

The civil rlghtsfgroups in Jac‘:'

deciding whether to take this yery real’
“.an acquittal is the overwhelmjng' pProsy
‘an: scuon_'; :




Informal But Elflclent

The Merldlan, Miss., police statlon and

court room are quite similar to Jackson's, al-
through on a much smsaler scale. The pro-
cedure In the pollce court i3 very Informal,
but efficlent, In many ways lke Connecti-
cut's Clty Courts before we reached court re-
form.

Two cases related to civil rights came up
in this court last Monday aflerncon. In one,
a clivll rights worker had been driving two
Negroos and one white volunteer to the maln
office of COF0, when he hit another car at
an Intersectlon. Everyone In his car swore
that he had a green light and the olher car
went through a red.

But after the accident a crowd gathered
and saw the integraled occupancy of the car,
and the muttering swearing, and curslng
apread.

Finally a loud and angry segregationist who
owned a gas station half way down: the block

came up, swore to the officer that he had

seen the whole thing, and called for the ar-
rest of the civil rights worker for reckless
driving and going through a red light.

The clvil rights worker was promptly ar-
rested and only released after posting & $122
cash bond, The young driver, a relatlve new-
comer {o Misslssippi, thought that his. insur-
. ance company should take care of the ‘prob-
lem, The local representative pald .no atten-
tlon whatsoever to his calls or requests.

On the other hand, there dpreseqtativé ‘of the

insurance company for th
interést was theoretically adverse

. young-workerd, went out of his. waﬂ to co- :’n'a'

Gpérate-in getting statements and llndlng wite

" nesses, He explained his basic, pympaéhi;y  for

. whiat’ tha,»-yougg man wes doing

TTEYR WEERT

Jim Fahey, Garbago M
(The New York WOrld»Tele 1

For man of the year in any pr
nominate James J. Fahey, Boston:Withor
garbage man, :

Hero 15 a follow, we can all adml
reached the top in ‘both-his  chiosen
And yet ho has not let either iﬁcceu gote
his head. ‘

Fahoy drives & garbage truck for. tha‘ Lo
ton suburb of Waltharn, Masa. He ,

" Doesia }‘hls tgm‘l'tlle {1&3 to hz}nk as a ﬁ‘qk

on, take e lecture: elrelts: d:.offe

gehghty opinlons on’ world aﬂa ‘?f‘g,
ahey,

He refused to go to llter
tall parties, llves on hls girbage
sends every cent of his royaltles: _
a Cathollc church in a village In South

The book was a literary frealk,
“I'm not a writer, never. was,. '

What's more, Faley won't e
Ave, boys fudge up. hls. rggul"

Chosen Sanitatlon - Mar
publicity glmmick, he acc
vetoed- the! u}tlge. Afte'
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